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you will have seen the result of the advocacy of our distinguished
Indian representatives at the great conference, and the notable
declaration which was made by the Imperial Conference as the
result of these efforts.

You refer to the unusual stress and strain in India. I confess
that when I contemplate the activities of a section of the com-
munity I find myself still, notwithstanding persistent study ever
since I have been in India, puzzled and perplexed. I ask myself
what purpose is served by a flagrant breach of the law for the
purpose of challenging the Government and in order to compel
arrest. As I understand it, that is the position. If I am wrong
I would gladly learn. But my appreciation of the position is
not that persons are being arrested for breach of the law in some
stress of passion or loss of control. It is the opposite. There
are organized attempts to challenge the law. I will assume that
those who advocate this course are actuated by earnest and good
purpose. But what object can be served ? What is to be the
result of it ? Is it thought that by challenging the authorities
the Government must change its course ? I do not pause to ask
because this is a far wider subject, which I have not the oppor-
tunity of discussing with you this morning. But I do ask myself
and you and any who may choose to read what I am saying, what
benefit is served to India by these challenges ? The authorities
must enforce the law, otherwise the community ceases to exist as
a civilized community. The authorities are bound to take notice
of those who place themselves in defiance of the law, otherwise
how can the law be enforced against others like the common
criminal who seeks to enter your house or to the man who seeks
to outrage your most sacred possessions ? What answer can be
made ? The law is the same for all persons, and so long as the law
exists it must be obeyed, and if it is publicly challenged there can
be but one answer, however eminent, however distinguished,
however earnest and sincere the person may be who has set to
work to make the challenge. There are misguided people who
think that a Government takes delight in arresting citizens. The
very opposite of course is the case. The Government is happiest
that has to make no arrest, certainly no arrest for political
actions. For myself it fills me with regret every time that I hear
that a citizen has been arrested who, through misguided effort,
has come into conflict with the authorities. I find no satis-
faction. On the contrary I do find great dissatisfaction, but let
me add, that will not sway me or the Government which I
represent one hair's breadth, from the policy which we have